Impacts of FTAs – Bilbiographic resources

From Kathy McAffee

Here are links to some items & sources on NAFTA and other FTAs, mostly on-line gray literature(not published economese) but very good stuff:

1. Americas Program Special Report Fourteen Years of NAFTA and the Tortilla Crisis

http://americas.irc-online.org/am/4879
http://www.ircamericas.org/esp/4721 (original Spanish version)

by Ana de Ita | 11 de noviembre de 2007. Ana is  a good source, based at CECCAM, Center for Study of the Mexican Countryside.

(The Americas program also has many short articles useful for teaching.)

2. I guess you already know about http://www.bilaterals.org/ "bilaterals.org is a collective effort to share information and stimulate cooperation against bilateral trade and investment agreements that are opening countries to the deepest forms of penetration by transnational corporations"  There you'll find critical analysis of 50 or so FTAs & related issues.: all you ever wanted to know and more!  There are other sources from Europe but this is a one-stop shop.

3. Institute for Agriculture & Trade Policy's Trade Observatory is the best US source I know of:  http://www.tradeobservatory.org/index.cfm
Headlines today include:  Groups Call for NAFTA Suspension
Over 70 U.S., Canadian and international organizations are calling for the suspension of NAFTA. Mexican farm groups are protesting NAFTA's final agriculture provisions scheduled for 2008.

        *Letter to NAFTA country presidents.  PDF

        *Letter to NAFTA country presidents in Spanish  PDF

        *U.S., Canadian and International Groups Call for NAFTA Suspension  PRESS RELEASE | DEC 12  | PDF

        *IATP's Steve Suppan blogs from Mexico City

        *Listen to: NAFTA deadline for Mexican sugar  MARKETPLACE

The IATP Trade Observatory's  search function will lead you to much more:

http://www.tradeobservatory.org/headlines.cfm
If you select Category: NAFTA: North American Free Trade Agreement & hit browse, you get a good list of links to current articles from many sources on damages related to NAFTA & other FTAs. You can also choose other categories such as CAFTA,  etc.

3. Citizens Trade Campaign is another good US-based source

4. Global Dev. & Environment Inst. (GDAE) at Tufts Univ. produces both good studies and popular reports.  http://www.ase.tufts.edu/gdae/   Search function works well.

Examples:  [PDF] NAFTA, Foreign Direct Investment, & Sustainable Industrial Dev http://www.ase.tufts.edu/gdae/Pubs/rp/AmerProgFDIJan04.pdf
This one may be especially useful for you right now.

Forum: [PDF] Forum May-June 2006 5-08.indd Is NAFTA Working For Mexico? www.ase.tufts.edu/gdae/Pubs/rp/EnvForumNAFTAMay06.pdf
Example of a short piece: [PDF] NAFTA's Untold Stories

http://www.ase.tufts.edu/gdae/Pubs/rp/NAFTA'sUntoldStoriesJune03TW.pdf

On environment effects; PDF] Free Trade and the Environment: Mexico, NAFTA, and Beyond www.ase.tufts.edu/gdae/Pubs/rp/NAFTAEnviroKGAmerProgSep04.pdf
5. Even the Whirled Bank admits that NAFTA 'didn't reach Mexico's South' URL for .pdf:

wbln0018.worldbank.org/.../63a3f4e71ce14d2385256dc500661aaf/$FILE/Mexico%20SouthStates%20NAFTA.pdf

6. I've published a bunch of articles on how the controversies about GMOs/ 'contaminated' maize in Mexico are related to the effects of trade integration on vastly unequal terms. If this is of interest to anybody I can send them. I'm also working on marketing environmental services (C capture, biodiverity etc.), the purported new global panacea for linking and financing environment & development by "selling nature to save it". 

For a UN bulletin, I just updated an excerpt from my longer '06 book chapter on ecology & food sovereignty, which talks about alternatives to liberalization & agro-food globalization.

Food, farming, biodviersity, & ecology have been my entrees to prying open the neoliberal market-fundamentalist box. I'm also interested in policies, especially regional, for industrialization, services, & trade planning.
Also look at Ha-Joon Chang's brand new book Bad Samaritans:The Myth of Free Trade and the Secret History of Capitalism  Bloomsbury Press. It's a fun read, brilliantly argued for non-specialists, perfect for my entering MA students
Kathleen McAfee
Department of International Relations
San Francisco State University
 kmcafee@sfsu.edu
From Sara Abraham

The website of Economic and Poliical Weekly (Mumbai) is a good site for periodic critical articles from South Asia -

here are a few on regional free trade agreements. 

 

http://www.epw.org.in/epw/user/curResult.jsp
From Stephanie Seguino
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Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
Professor of Economics
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