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EPA, yes or no; and if yes, then how? That is not the main issue. Obviously, even decency would require all stuff to be published previously and have it properly discussed. But even then the fundamental question might go untouched. The real issue is a previous one. Is Europe primarily concerned about our present problems and lack of future options, or is its driving force, when stripped from all cosmetics, its own strategic and economic interests? This is not a big puzzle, for Europe never had a different driving force. History has been telling that truth for five hundred years, now.
The global mission of the West was not to impart but to collect. From the outset, there has been an extremely high correlation between the European urge to ‘civilize’ the other and the resource and wealth base of the other latitude. The ‘poorest’ countries with scarce natural resources, obviously most in want of civilization, did not figure high on the priority list, whereas there was an instinctive urge to ‘civilize’ Bolivia, Mexico and Peru with abundant gold and silver reserves, who were in better shape help themselves out. That irrefutable evidence is not enough for scores of people who still believe that Europe is driven by the urge to ‘develop’ us and really contribute that we can produce for ourselves. The are repeating the tale of bringing ‘development’ as a gift, a worn down refrain that sounds odder than the Gregorian version of a calypso.

The last thing that capitalism is concerned about is to develop consumer countries into formidable competitors who may challenge their market monopoly. Or is a new brand of generous capitalism now willing to share the market they typically self-regulated for us? Or is it rather some kind of socialist capitalism or posthumous capitalism after a failed suicide attempt with a play gun? In the logbook of history we did not find the date that Europe converted. Indeed, they did blame previous generations for the evil done, just like the next generations will blame them for the evil they are committing today to us, but that business has been going on, now, for five hundred years.

With EPA Europe keeps faithful to the established practice of 500 years. It can be summarized in one phrase as the globalization of a local experience of Europe that turned other societies into trailer societies, towed not towards their own destiny but towards the destiny and teleology of Europe and its reincarnation (USA). That was ‘envelopment’ (wrap up as with an envelope) and the very negation of development , defined as the mobilization of the own potentialities in interactive response to nature, habitat and environment for the realization of a project of one’s own (details on www.crscenter.com ). There is no global village; one village went global. Scores of Caribbean minds are still trapped in the spell of envelopment, seeking solutions at the merciful hands of those who benefit from our assets. Instead of mobilizing our academic crops for our own development, we have turned the best of our intellect into professional beggars to travel to large mendicants conferences in places like Lome and Cotonou, desperately trying to recover some crumbs of the loaf that was taken abroad. Will ever the day arrive that we no longer go for the crumbs, and instead mobilize our efforts just to keep the loaf at home?

Selling your destiny to the highest bidder is what can rightfully be called political and developmental prostitution. Elites do that; peoples detest it. We have been practicing that for quite some time now, for our political elites have no other option, because they are contemptuous of the force of our peoples. During colonialism, it was pardonable for it was imposed. Now we willfully advertise our bid, holding up our roasted hand palm in the tropical heat. Decolonization turned us from dependent slaves into independent slaves. One day our peoples will tell Europe that we quit and no more allow any cheap economic gain. Then they will swarm the islands and mainland territories of the Caribbean with their frozen hand palms to plead for half a loaf. That day is not far off, for Western civilization has failed as a project for humanity and has no survival option to offer to our species, not for the ecological crisis, not for envelopment, not for fundamentalism. To say it with an expression from Suriname: “Western civilization is already dead, but has forgotten to fall.” However, as Agnes Heller reminds us, the nails and the hair of a corpse tend to keep on growing for a while. The bulk of our political elites is dreadfully afraid of those nails and hair. But if we as a people are not, then what are we waiting for? The mobilization of our own potentialities will allow our people to solve the main problems from within. Are we waiting to be tricked in yet another EPA? Maybe we should just listen to the voice of our own region. In Venezuela “Epa!” means: “Watch out!”
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