A PEOPLE’S CRICKET INITIATIVE IS NEEDED
 
It comes as no surprise to the Peoples Empowerment Party (PEP) that last ditch mediation talks between the West Indies Cricket Board (WICB) and the West Indies Players Association (WIPA) have totally broken down, and that the eminent mediator, Sir Shridath Ramphal, has warned that there is now an uncertain, dangerous and worrying future for cricket in the Caribbean!
 
Some four weeks ago the PEP wrote directly to Joel Garner of the Barbados Cricket Association, Glyne St Hill of the Barbados Cricket League, Sir Hilary Beckles of the University of the West Indies, Dr Esther Byer-Suckoo of the Ministry of Sports and Erskine King of the National Sports Council, and urged them to bestir themselves, to unite, and to set in motion a Barbadian ‘national campaign’ to come to the rescue of West Indian (and Barbadian) cricket. To date we have received no response from any of these leaders of the game of Cricket and the discipline of Sports in Barbados!
 
Our Party has devoted so much time and effort to this issue because we are aware that West Indies Cricket is literally the cornerstone of the West Indian integration movement, and that if West Indies cricket withers and dies so too will our dream of West Indian nationhood. We are also profoundly aware that Cricket is the arena in which our people have been most outstanding at the international level, and is therefore an important bulwark of our collective sense of national pride, confidence and identity.
 
Furthermore, the PEP believes that the game of Cricket possesses a unique potential to give the Caribbean people valuable training and experience in being involved with and operating systems of mass - participatory decision - making and governance!
 
You see, virtually all of our CARICOM states are afflicted with forms of national governance in which the masses of the people are reduced to being passive spectators who are only permitted to get involved once every five years when they cast a vote in general elections. Our Caribbean people are therefore in desperate need of opportunities to exercise real decision-making and governance functions. And if properly utilised, Cricket can provide such an opportunity!
 
For example, the Barbadian people are so knowledgeable about and attached to the game of Cricket that Barbados can be said to possess literally tens of thousands of passionate cricket experts who are primed and ready for deployment in a mass campaign to develop and implement a plan of action for the defence and development of West Indian (and Barbadian) cricket. Indeed, one would be hard pressed to find any other sphere of activity in Barbados that is so ready and suited for an experiment in mass participation.
 
The PEP is therefore challenging the traditional narrow leadership cliques that hold sway in the Barbados Cricket Association, the University and the Government to admit that their group monopoly of the leadership of Barbados and West Indies cricket has been a failure, and that the time has now come for them to facilitate a process of opening up the mechanisms of decision-making and leadership to a much broader spectrum of the Barbadian (and Caribbean) people.
 
We are asking the five leadership institutions to mobilise a national campaign of town hall meetings, public discussions and collective brainstorming that will permit the Barbadian people and their organisations to directly contribute to a national plan of action aimed at substantially enhancing Barbados’ contribution to the West Indies cricket team and at creating a strong and compelling moral force to guide and direct the future contributions of Barbadian representatives on the WICB and WIPA.
 
Such an all inclusive, mass-participatory ‘plan of action’ would also be expected to provide for a large number of participating organisations committing themselves to specific projects aimed at enhancing components of the structure of cricket in Barbados and the wider Caribbean.
 
The ‘plan of action’ would also be expected to advance ideas for the development of a broader, more inclusive and democratic WICB.
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