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Dear friends, comrades and colleagues,
I forward to you the debate amongst some of our solidarity friends in Europe on the issue of EPAs.  
We must thank Marc Maes for taking the initiative to call a meeting in Brussels on 29th April to discuss a forward Strategy.  He has been a stalwart fighter. We must also thank, among others, Sophie Powell, Karin Ulmer, Emily Jones, Sanya Smith, and my erstwhile colleagues from the South Centre, Aileen Kwa and Peter Lunenborg.  There are also others besides the above who have been doing a great job keeping the issue of EU-Africa relations alive in Europe, challenging their own governments as well as the European Commission, and fighting for justice and fair play. 
I hope some of you from Africa can attend the meeting. Unfortunately, I cannot. The meeting coincides with my leaving Geneva. On 30th April, I am temporarily moving to the UK, but by June/July I should be clear on whether I move to Uganda or Zimbabwe. So I write this in lieu of attending the meeting. I want to contribute to this debate, but more importantly, I want to suggest that comrades from Africa join the debate. I notice that none of us from Africa has done so, and that is a pity. 
Not wanting to be long winded, since you know the issues very well, I want to underline the following.
The primary responsibility for fighting against what is manifestly an asymmetrical, unfair treaty lies with ourselves (from Africa) -- our people, our parliaments, and our governments. Our solidarity friends in Europe can help us, but if our governments in Africa are complicit with the EC (as indeed many are), then all our efforts will be in vain.
We must learn from the CARIFOUM EU EPA experience. There were formidable fighters in the Caribbean – elder statesmen like Shridath Ramphal, and experts like Norman Girvan & Havelock Brewster. Even some Presidents and Heads of State in the Caribbean. But they were overwhelmed by the Caribbean bureaucracy and EC`s manipulations. I suggest we all read Girvan`s “The Caribbean EPA Affair: Lessons for the Progressive Movement”). Girvan identifies three techniques employed in the EPA process: ‘technification’ of the negotiation process as an instrument of mystification and political exclusion; ’sweetification’ of the presumed benefits of the EPA in order to facilitate political acceptance; and ‘treatyfication’ of the outcome of the negotiations. I may add a fourth one: divide and rule (like in the SADC region, for example). Also outright blackmail (the pressure EC is putting on e.g. Namibia and Malawi right now)
Let us be realistic. The EC has enormous resources to control and manage the above “techniques”.  Our friends whose names I mention above (and I know all of them at a personal level) are genuine solidarity workers, but they have virtually no resources. But there are also those who pretend to be our friends, many within our own ranks (in Africa no less than in Europe) who are complicit (as indeed many of our own negotiators) in EC manipulations, and who succumb to pressures (and pleasures) of “sweetification” (the "development aid" basket).  
What worries me about the debate among our well-intentioned and motivated solidarity comrades is that they could easily fall into the trap of “technification” of a process that is extremely complex, and essentially power-driven and “aid” sweetened. Many of the proposals from our solidarity friends are technical/legal innovations. They are useful. But if they distract and mesmerise us, then we fall into the EC trap. Technical arguments are very important, but they are no substitute for politics of “aid” and “treaty-making”, in which the EC negotiators are experts.
UNCTAD, the AU, etc have done good work on the regionalism. But there is no political muscle behind their theoretical insights. There is nothing new in their arguments.
I leave this here for I don’t want to be long.  I attach some papers for further elaboration of my views, for those who are interested.
Some of us have been fighting EPAs, Cotonou and Lome for now three decades. In the 1970`s  Professor Dani Nabudere of Uganda had written some brilliant papers and books on how to fight European imperial domination. He and I had gone to Ramphal (I think it was in 1975 or 1976) to argue a case against signing the Lome Convention.  Ramphal was then the lead negotiator for ACP countries, and the negotiations were taking place in Dar es Salaam where both Nabudere and I were teachers. Ramphal was a good negotiator, but the EU had more political and “aid” muscle, and Africa lost. Dani and I then thought Lome was bad. Cotonou, if you want to know my opinion, actually is worse than Lome. And if you think Cotonou is bad, then EPAs (which is Cotonou minus the development content) is the distillation of the worst aspects of Cotonou. Over the last thirty years we have retrogressed.
Why does Europe want to fast track and tie Africa to the EPAs?  Because Europe is fighting against time. If the EU fails to bind Africa ... quickly, it will lose Africa`s markets and resources to China, India and Brazil. Europe is in real crisis, deep crisis (Greece is only the tip of the iceberg; Iceland has sunk below the iceberg).
Comrades and friends, 
Not all governments in Africa are complicit in the EC manipulations. We need a POLITICAL (not just technical) strategy to support brave governments like those in Malawi and Namibia.
We are facing an imperial onslaught on Africa. None of our European solidarity friends in the debate so far has mentioned the word “imperialism” or “Empire”.  Why not?  As my former South Centre chairman, Ben Mkapa, said, Africa is facing a second “Berlin conference”.   I attach his lecture.  I also attach, if you have the patience to read, two of my recent papers.
I write this not to discourage our European solidarity friends. Without their support to us in Africa, we shall be fighting this battle all on our own, and like them we too have meagre resources. Our solidarity friends in Europe are doing a heroic job. But you cannot fight an imperial juggernaught with a sledgehammer. 
Let those of us in Africa be a bit more daring.  We need to enter politics of persuasion and technical arguments and “options” to EPAs, etc. etc., yes, but we must also, indeed above all, engage in politics of carefully thought through peaceful “direct action”. I have a few ideas on this, but it may be a bit premature to raise them at this point in the evolution of our strategy. 
I thank you for your patience.
 Yash
March 25, 2010
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