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AUGUST 6TH, 2010
We,  the delegates of the Fifth Assembly of Caribbean People who are farmers by occupation or are otherwise connected to the agricultural sector of the Caribbean,  joined together in a ‘Farmers Caucus’ at the Cave Hill Campus of the University of West Indies on Wednesday,  4th August,  2010 and arrived at the following collective assessment of the problems and issues facing the agricultural sector of our Caribbean region:

1. Caribbean farmers enjoy far too limited access to the available markets for their produce, both within their national territories and within the many neighbouring Caribbean states.  

2. The high incidence of praedial larceny is a major factor that is subverting the efforts of farmers throughout the Caribbean region.  

3. Too few Caribbean farmers possess insurance coverage of their crops thereby resulting in serious financial losses to farmers when crops and livestock are destroyed as a result of some calamity.  

4. Many Caribbean farmers do not possess official title deeds and secure legal title to their lands, and therefore do not enjoy the security of title that would permit them to use their lands for credit or investment purposes.  

5. The Caribbean’s potential in the field of ‘Agri-Tourism’ is grossly undeveloped and underutilized.

6. The agriculture industry of the Caribbean is extremely vulnerable to the effects of climate change, and this danger is compounded by the manifest lack of preparedness on the part of Caribbean farmers.  

7. There is a limited supply of high quality seeds and livestock in the Caribbean.

8. The food taste of the Caribbean people has been directed away from Caribbean food to foreign foods.  

9. There is no existing Pan-Caribbean farmers’ database nor is there a functioning Pan-Caribbean network of farmers 

10. The agricultural weakness of the Caribbean has culminated in an extremely high Caribbean food import bill.

In response to these problems, we have resolved as follows:
Action 1 – create a database with information about farmers and fishermen throughout the region that can be constantly expanded (September, 2010) 
Action 2 – facilitate a forum where farmers can meet and interact, and where trade and barter between islands can be expedited (November 2010)
Action 3 – from the database, identify farmers to focus on seed production, packaging and distribution (November 2010)

Action 4 – lobby farmers and other relevant parties to encourage Agri-Tourism by making farms available as field stations to students and vacation spots for foreigners by creating profiles and submitting to relevant organizations such as Universities,  Tourism Boards and governments (December 2010)
Action 5 – create and maintain an online website where farmers can share information (October 2010) 

Action 6 – embark on a regional ‘Buy Local Campaign’ through improved branding and regional marketing of local products (September 2010) 

Action 7 – increase public awareness through education about disaster preparedness and the dangers of fire, flood,  landslides, erosion,  pest and diseases. 
