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October 25, 2010

FITUN SUPPORTS UN RESOLUTION CALLING FOR END OF US BLOCKADE AGAINST CUBA

Resolution 64/6 of the United Nations General Assembly (of 2009) will be debated on Tuesday, October 26, 2010. This resolution calls for the definitive end to the unjust blockade which has been imposed on Cuba and the Cuban people by the US for more than fifty years. It is of interest to note that such a call, by means of a UN resolution, for the US Government to end this blockade, has been approved overwhelmingly by the UN for the last eighteen years. Nevertheless, this excessive measure remains enforced by the US.

This economic, commercial and financial blockade was conceived as a tool through which the US would undermine the sovereignty and independence of the Cuban people, for which they fought hard to secure. Although the US has clearly been resoundingly unsuccessful in these efforts, this unjust blockade has had other impacts on the Cuban people. As a result of the implementation of this harsh measure, the Cuban people have been made to endure terrible shortages, generating unthinkable levels of suffering on this nation. Furthermore, this blockade has had negative impacts on the Cuban economy, limiting the levels of national development that Cuba has been able to achieve. In a report prepared by the Cuban Government in July 2010 entitled “Necessity of Ending the Economic, Commercial and Financial Embargo imposed by the United States against Cuba” several specific debilitating consequences of the US blockade on Cuba were identified. These include the inability to: freely export and import products and services to or from the United States; use the US dollar in its international transactions or have accounts in that currency in third country banks if it is a national or Cuban company; access to loans from American banks, their affiliates in third countries and internationally. With consequences such as the above the negative economic impacts of the blockade become glaringly clear.

Given these crippling impacts of the blockade, the urgent need for this harsh measure to be removed also becomes clear. FITUN joins the entire international community in calling for an end to the US blockade against Cuba, as recorded by the overwhelming support for the UN resolution over the past few years. The repression and suffering which the Cuban people have been made to endure must come to an end. This nation must be afforded every opportunity to enjoy the independence which they fought for so many years ago.
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